CHARLES DARWIN-SCIENTIST*

1WAS born at Shrewsbury on February 12,
1809, and my earliest recollection goes back
only to when I was t few months over four years
old, when we went near to Abergele, in Wales,
for sea-bathing, and I recollect sonic events and
places there with some little distinctness.

My mother died in July, 1817, when I was a
little over eight years old, and it is odd that I
can remember hardly anything about her except
her deathbed, her black velvet gown, and her
curiously constructed work-table. In the spring
of this same year I was sent to a day-school in
Shrewsbury, where I stayed a year- I have been
told that 1 was much slower in learning than my
younger sister Catherine, and I believe that I was
in many ways a naughty boy.

By the time I went to this day-school my taste
for natural history, and more especially for col-
lecting, was well developed- I tried to make out,
the names of plants, and collected all sorts of
things: shells, seals, franks, coins, and minerals.
The passion for collecting which leads a man to
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